LITERARY TRIVIA 


e Many know Bram Stoker wrote "Dracula", but few know his real name was Abraham. 

e Never in medical history have doctors generally elected to use the plainest language. Some once 
referred to "writer's cramp" as just a "graphospasm." 

e Pinocchio in the original author's version threw a mallet at a nameless bug on a wall. It was the 
Disney creator Ward Kimball who turned that insignificant insect into the lovable character, now world 
renowned, named Jiminy Cricket. 

e The Great Dane Hans Christian Anderson was another of those historic characters who greatly 
feared being buried alive. During his final illness, he posted near his bed a sign that translates: "I am 
not really dead." 

e Q: I've heard copies of newspapers once sold for as much as 180 dollars each in Alaska. Why? 
A: Uncommon. But it happened. News from the lower 48 was scant. When a newcomer brought in a 
newspaper, some enterprising local would pay dearly for it, then charge admission at public readings. 
History records such an entrepreneur occasionally filled a room five times with one edition. 

e Q: Do the Russians have a "Tarzan"? 

A: They do. So do the Chinese. 

e You know those vines Tarzan swung on? No way. In the real jungle, they root in the ground. 

e The Irish mother tongue is the third oldest written language after Greek and Latin. Or so contends 
a scholar on matters Celtic. 

e Largest collection of old newsreels in the world is in the Library of Congress. You can say the same 
for phonograph records. 

e Historical footnotes say Oscar Wilde on his deathbed looked around the room and said, "Either that 
wallpaper goes or | do." The wallpaper stuck. 

e "Little John" in the Robin Hood legends was not tall but short. So concluded analysts who studied 
the research of an historian named James Lees. They concluded there never was a Maid Marian. 

e In Dante's Hell, the Devil is in ice, not in fire. 

e Q: Did Mark Twain ever use foul language in his stories? 

A: Some. But his wife edited it out. He once let Huck Finn say "hell" - that was considered foul 
language then - and she didn't cut it, but the publisher did. 

e Am told Woman's Day magazine has printed a Bible verse in every issue since the magazine first 
came out on Oct. 7, 1937. 

e Q: All the serious actors want to play "Hamlet". Why? A: It's the longest role - 1,422 lines - in any of 
Shakespeare's plays ... To give you an idea, Falstaff appears in three separate Shakespearean plays 
(Henry IV, Henry V, Merry Wives of Windsor) and he speaks a total of 1,614 combined lines. 

e Q: Why have so many pencils traditionally been yellow? 

A: A big find of high-quality graphite was discovered long ago in Siberia. It made the best pencils. 
They were given exotic names such as Koh-I-Nor and Mongol and Mikado. And painted yellow, 
because Westerners then associated that color with the Far East. A marketing matter. 

e Q: What were the dying words of poet Robert Frost? 

A: "| feel as though | were in my last hours." 

e Before Edgar Rice Burroughs wrote his Tarzan books, he went through a lot of jobs: soldier, 
cowboy, storekeeper, gold miner, police officer, business executive. 

e David Henry Thoreau - that intellectual pioneer - changed his name to Henry David Thoreau. 

e Author Judith Stone reportedly undertook an informal survey to learn numerous people she talked 
to thought Chernobyl was a ski resort, DNA was a food additive and protons were something you 
sprinkled on your salad. 

e The last will and testament of an Argentine businessman named Juan Portomachi disclosed he'd 
always wanted to be an actor, so he left 50,000 dollars as a scholarship fund for young actors - on 
condition his skull be used as the skull in "Hamlet." 

e Many think you need a lot of money to be a writer. Not so. You can write an entire tight little 45,000- 
word book with just one ordinary lead pencil. One pencil doesn't cost much. Cost of erasers is 
unreckoned here. 


e The actor who elects not to use his usual stage name when he plays some secondary role in a 
show is identified in the program as "George Spelvin." The director who likewise chooses to remain 
unknown is listed as "Alan Smithee." 

e When Woodrow Wilson ran Princeton, the student Eugene O'Neill threw a beer bottle through 
Wilson's window and got suspended. Wilson wound up as U.S. president, O'Neill as America's most 
famous playwright. Curious how the roots of the renowned intertwine. 

e It's a matter of record that Hans Christian Andersen sometimes complained of toothaches in his 
dentures. 

e No publisher would finance "The Wizard of Oz." L. Frank Baum and his illustrator had to pay all the 
book's printing costs. 

e Truth is Hans Christian Andersen flatout wouldn't put up with any children in his lap when he read 
his stories aloud. 

e On July 4, 1895, the poem "America the Beautiful" by Katherine Lee Bates, a Wellesley College 
professor, made its debut in a church publication entitled "The Congregationalist." 

e What are we to make of the best-seller popularity of the book "Final Exit" which gives tips on how 
to commit suicide? When people buy it - do the bookstores take a credit card? The popularity of such 
a book doesn''t jibe with this era of feel-good America we are supposed to be going through - unless 
people are giving the book to some of their acquaintances. 
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